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In the late 40’s George Orwell wrote the book titled “1984”.  It depicted an authoritarian and omnipresent government.  Not only were citizens brainwashed through TV devices in every room and on every street, but their actions and conversations were monitored by recorders built into these devices.  The government was called “Big Brother”.





This vision of government, even now, is held up by conservative politicians as a threat to our personal and collective freedom.  Every new government regulation is greeted by these conservatives as another attempt by Big Brother to take away our freedom.





Strangely enough the conservatives are joined by the liberals in fearing Big Brother.  Their concern is invasion of privacy, as evidenced by an almost paranoid fear of surveillance.  This doesn’t really make sense in view of their, and my, belief that government can be beneficial if it has the interests of the majority as a guide.





Something strange happened on the way to “1984” however.  Instead of government becoming omnipresent, it has almost become invisible.  Our employers, HMO’s, those who mass mail us catalogs and credit cards, and those who try to sell us goods and services over the phone have become the omnipresent ones.  The surveillance cameras aren’t in our homes but in banks, retail shops, building lobbies and work places.





Most of us have nothing to do with government except for the once a year tax trauma and the once every four (or twelve) year drivers license renewal.  





Oh sure, there are still attempts to breathe life into the Big Brother monster by conservatives lamenting government’s regulation of some business or other.  But it seldom involves or affects us individually. Much more importantly, we never hear about changes in laws and regulations that help business at the expense of the general public.





Think about this for a moment.  With all the hoopla about campaign contributions, special interests, lobbyists, etc.; do you think there are more laws passed for or against private interests?  Perhaps instead of the individual being controlled by a “Big Brother” government, the commercial special interests have taken control of the government?





Little stories and articles appear in the business section of the newspapers and weekly news magazines about various benefits created for some industry or other.  But these stories have a one time appearance then disappear.  One time stories have n
